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Abstract— In this paper, the performance of
various rock bolts on the displacement of rock
slopes was investigated. For this purpose, the rock
slopes with different dips in the jointed schist
rocks were modeled using the Phase2 software. In
order to stabilizing the slopes, the various rock
bolts (End-anchored, Fully bonded, Plain strand
cable, Swellex and Tie back) were installed on the
slopes. The results show that for all slopes, the
Swellex and Tie back bolts have the highest
performance
in
the
stability
of
slopes.
Furthermore, for whole rock bolts by increasing
dip of slopes, the displacement on the slopes has
been increased. The values of displacement on the
slopes depend on the angle of joints with slopes.
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In this research in order to study the performance
of various rock bolts on the displacement of rock
slopes, the slopes with different dips composed of
schist rocks were modeled and various rock bolts were
used for stabilizing of the slopes.
2. GEOMECHANICAL
ROCKS

PARAMETERS

OF

SCHIST

In this study, the geomechanical parameters of the
jointed schist rocks were obtained using Roclab
software [9]. These parameters are obtained based on
The Hoek-Brown failure criterion and it is presented in
Fig. 1.

bolts;

1. INTRODUCTION
Rock bolts have been used for many years for the
support of underground excavations and rock cuts.
Rock bolts often consist of plain steel rods with a
mechanical or chemical anchor at one end and a face
plate and nut at the other and they are always pretensioned after installation. For short term applications
the bolts are commonly left ungrouted and for long
term applications, the space between the bolt and the
rock can be filled with cement or resin grout [1].
Rock bolts are used to improve the stability and
load bearing characteristics of a rock mass. When rock
bolts are used to reinforce a fractured rock mass, the
rock bolts will be subjected to tension, shear and
compressive forces. The studies have been done by
researchers [2, 3] to reinforce the slopes with rock
anchoring. A general rule for rock bolts is that the
distance between rock bolts should be approximately
equal to three times the average spacing of the planes
of weakness in the rock mass, and the bolt length
should be twice the bolt spacing [4].
The slope stability analysis has many applications
in the design of rock slopes, roads and open pits
structures. A number of methods have been suggested
by researchers [5, 6, 7, 8] to evaluate the stability
issues of slopes. These methods consider a different
set of geotechnical parameters such as weathering,
discontinuity spacing and groundwater.

Fig.1. Geomechanical parameters of the schist
rocks
3. MODELING OF ROCK SLOPES
To study the performance of various rock bolts on
the displacement of rock slopes, the slopes in different
dips such as 15, 30, 45, 60, and 75 were modeled by
Phase2 software [1] (for example, as Fig. 2). In the
models, the pattern of parallel deterministic joints was
used in spacing of 2 meters. Also, the joints all over
the slopes have the same conditions in the spacing of
joints, the roughness of joints’ surface, and the
resistance of joints’ walls. Moreover, the length of rock
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bolts was selected equal to 9 meters and the spacing
of rock bolts was considered equal to 5 meters. In
addition, the angles of joints with slopes differ from 0 to
90 degrees. The rock bolts that were selected for
modeling are as follows: End-anchored, Fully bonded,
Plain strand cable, Swellex and Tie back.
Each end-anchored bolt behaves as a single
element and interaction with the finite element mesh is
through the endpoints of the bolt only. Fully Bonded
bolts act independently of each other and these bolts
do not influence each other directly, but only indirectly
through their effect on the rock mass. Plain Strand
Cable bolt behaves as a single element and the
behaviour of each segment of the bolt has a direct
effect on adjacent segments, therefore the bolt can be
considered a single element. The Swellex bolt also
behaves as a single element and the behaviour of
each segment of the bolt has a direct effect on
adjacent segments. The Tieback bolt may be pre
tensioned and grouted with a user defined bonded
length and a Tie back bolt uses the same formulation
as the Swellex bolt model [1].
By run the made models, the total displacement of
slopes was obtained (for example, as Figs. 3 and 4).

Fig. 2. The slope of 60 degrees with parallel
deterministic joints with spacing of 2 meters

Fig. 3. Total displacement in the slope of 60
degrees with parallel deterministic joints that was not
reinforced with rock bolts

Fig. 4. The maximum shear strain in the slope of 60
degrees with parallel deterministic joints that was
reinforced with rock bolts
Similarly, the values of total displacement for other
slopes and for whole angle of joints with slope are
obtained and presented in Figs. 5 to 9.
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Fig. 8. The diagram shows the values of
displacement in the slope of 60 degrees that reinforced
with different rock bolts (the angle of joints with slope
was modeled from 0 to 90)

Fig. 5. The diagram shows the values of
displacement in the slope of 15 degrees that reinforced
with different rock bolts (the angle of joints with slope
was modeled from 0 to 90)
Fig. 9. The diagram shows the values of
displacement in the slope of 75 degrees that reinforced
with different rock bolts (the angle of joints with slope
was modeled from 0 to 90)
The diagrams in Figs. 5 to 9 show that for whole
rock bolts by increasing dip of slopes, the
displacement on the slopes has been increased. This
issue shows the gravitational instability of slopes when
dip of slopes increase.

Fig. 6. The diagram shows the values of
displacement in the slope of 30 degrees that reinforced
with different rock bolts (the angle of joints with slope
was modeled from 0 to 90)

Moreover, the diagrams show that for all slopes,
the Swellex and Tie back bolts have the highest
performance in the stability of slopes. The Endanchored bolts have been effective only for slopes of
75 degrees and the Fully bonded bolts show better
performance in slopes of 60 degrees. Furthermore, the
values of displacement on the slopes depend on the
angle of joints with slopes. The maximum
displacement in the slopes of 15, 30 and 45 degrees is
obtained when angle of joints with slopes is 15, 30 and
45 degrees.

4. CONCLUSION
In this research that with aim to analysis the
performance of various rock bolts on the displacement
of rock slopes is done the following results are
obtained:
Fig. 7. The diagram shows the values of
displacement in the slope of 45 degrees that reinforced
with different rock bolts (the angle of joints with slope
was modeled from 0 to 90)

-

-

-

For all slopes, the Swellex and Tie back
bolts have the highest performance in the
stability of slopes.
By increasing dip of slopes, the
displacement on the slopes has been
increased.
The values of displacement on the slopes
depend on the angle of joints with slopes.

REFERENCES
[1]
Rocscience, ―A 2D finite element program for
calculating stresses and estimating support around
the
underground
excavations,‖
Geomechanics
Software and Research. Rocscience Inc., Toronto,
Ontario, Canada, 1999.
www.jmest.org
JMESTN42351250

3444

Journal of Multidisciplinary Engineering Science and Technology (JMEST)
ISSN: 3159-0040
Vol. 2 Issue 12, December - 2015

[2] A.C. Kliche, ― Rock slope stability. Society for
Mining Metallurgy‖. USA, 1999.

Geology. Geological Society of Australia, Special
Publication, 1983,11, 59–81.

[3] T. Ramamurthy, ―Engineering in rocks for
slopes, foundation and tunnels‖, Prentice Hall of India
Private Limited, New Delhi, India, 2007.

[7]
Caterpillar,
―Caterpillar
Performance
Handbook‖, 19th ed. Caterpillar Tractor Company,
Peoria, IL, USA,1988.

[4] E. Hoek, and D.F. Wood, ―Rock Support,‖
Mining Magazine, 1988, 159, 4 , 282-287.

[8]
G.S. Pettifer, and P.G. Fookes, ―A revision of
the graphical method for assessing the excavatability
of rock‖, Quarterly Journal of Engineering Geology,
1994, 27, 145–164.

[5]
H.A.D. Kirsten, ―A classification system for
excavation in natural materials‖, Civil Engineer in
South Africa,1982, 24, 293–308.
[6]
E.J. Minty, and G.K. Kearns, ―Rock mass
workability‖, In: Knight, M.J., Minty, E.J., Smith, R.B.
(Eds.), Collected Case Studies in Engineering

[9]
E. Hoek, C. Carranza-Torres, and B.
Corkum, ―Hoek–Brown Failure Criterion-2002 Edition,‖
Rocscience, 2002.

www.jmest.org
JMESTN42351250

3445

