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Abstract — The present paper is devoted to the 

investigation of lossless transmission lines with 
Josephson junction. Such lines are described by 
first order hyperbolic system partial differential 
equations with sine nonlinearity. We formulate a 
mixed problem for this system with boundary 
conditions generated by a circuit corresponding 
to Josephson junction. We present the 
transformed mixed problem in an operator form, 
introduce approximated solution and obtain a 
sequence convergent to a generalized solution. 
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I.  INTRODUCTION  

A lot of papers have been devoted to the 
investigation of lossless transmission lines terminated 
by nonlinear loads and their applications to RF-circuits 
(cf. for instance [1]-[13]). Here we consider a lossless 
transmission line with Josephson junction (cf. [14], 
[15]) arising in the problems of superconductivity. 
From mathematical point of view the lossless 
transmission line system with Josephson junction is a 
nonlinear hyperbolic system plus a relation between 
Josephson flux and voltage: 
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Here ),,( txu  ),( txi  and ),( tx  are unknown 

functions − voltage, current and Josephson flux, L and 

C are prescribed specific parameters of the line,  > 0 

is its length, 
LC

v
1

  − the speed of propagation, 0j  

− maximal Josephson current per unit length, 

  215
0 /10.22/ mWe    − flux induction quant, 

0/1 JK  − Josephson constant.  

The commonly accepted approach to solve the 
above system is to obtain sine Gordon equation which 
can be derived in the following way: 
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The above transformations prove that if (1) has a 
solution then (2) is satisfied. It is quite obvious that the 
inverse assertion cannot be proved without additional 
assumptions. That is why we consider the original first 
order lossless transmission line system with sine 
nonlinearity (cf. Fig. 1): 
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Fig. 1 Losssless transmission line with Josephson junction 

First we assume that the resistive element 1R  (at 

the right end) is a linear one in order to show of how 
to overcome the difficulty generated by sine 
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nonlinearity. We investigate the case of nonlinear 
resistive element in a next paper. 

For (3) one can formulate the following mixed 
(initial-boundary value) problem: to find the unknown 
functions ),( txu  and ),( txi  in domain  

    Ttxtx ,0,,0:),(   

satisfying initial conditions  

  ,0),()0,(),()0,( 00 xxixixuxu  (4) 

and boundary conditions obtained from the loads (cf. 
Fig.1): 
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Here )(),( 00 xuxi  are prescribed initial functions − 

the current and voltage at the initial instant, )(tE  is a 

prescribed source function, 10,RR  and 0C  − specific 

parameters of the elements of the circuits. 
First we transform the hyperbolic system in a 

diagonal form and then present the mixed problem for 
the new obtained hyperbolic system in an operator 
form (cf. [16]). The operator formulated is not strict 
contraction. Theorem 2.1 (cf. [17]) cannot be applied 
because the operator is not non-expansive. That is 
why we introduce a notion n -approximated solution. It 

is obtained as a unique fixed point of an operator with 

domain     .,0,)/1(,0:),( Ttnxtxn   This 

operator is strict contractive on n  and therefore has 

a unique fixed point in the space of continuous 
functions, namely n -approximated solution. Then we 

extend functions from n  on   and choose a 

convergent subsequence. Its limit we call generalized 
solution of the mixed problem.  

II. DIAGONALIZATION OF THE HYPERBOLIC SYSTEM  

Introducing denotations  
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we can rewrite (3) in the form 
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Substituting ZHU 1  in (7) we obtain 
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The new initial conditions for   ,0x  become: 
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We obtain new boundary conditions substituting 
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Introducing denotations  
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III. OPERATOR FORMULATION OF THE MIXED PROBLEM  

The mixed problem is: to find a solution 
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satisfying initial conditions 
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Remark 3.1. Since we prove an existence of 
continuous solution we assume that the following 
Conformity condition (CC) is satisfied (cf. [16]): 
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Prior to define an operator corresponding to the 
mixed problem we consider Cauchy problem for the 

characteristics (cf. [16]) ( LCv /1 ): 
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d
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vtxvtxI   ),;( .  (16) 

The functions 0),(  vtxV  and 0),(  vtxI  

are continuous ones and imply a uniqueness to the 

left from 0t  of the solution ),;( 00 txtx V  for 

vdtdx / ; 00)( xtx   and respectively ),;( 00 txtx I  

for vdtdx / ; 00)( xtx  . 

Denote by ),( txV  the smallest value of   such 

that the solution vtxvtxV   ),;(  of (15) still 

belongs to n  and respectively by ),( txI  the 

solution vtxvtxI   ),;(  of (16). If 0),( txV  

then 0),);,(( txtxVV   or  )/1(),);,(( ntxtxVV   

and respectively if 0),( txI  then 0),);,(( txtxII   

or )/1(),);,(( ntxtxII  .  

In our case  
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Remark 3.2. We notice that ),( txV  and ),( txI  

are retarded functions in t, that is, 
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Prior to present problem (14) in an operator form 
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So we assign to the above mixed problem the 
following system of operator equations 

,),(,),( IVBIIVBV IV   (17) 
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

     Remark 3.3. We restrict ourselves on the subset 

          ],0)/1(,0,:, 2 TntxRtxn  

because (as we shall see below) operator (17) is non-

expansive on  , while it is a strict contraction on n . 

So we get an existence of a unique solution defined 
on 

          ],0)/1(,0,:, 2 TntxRtxn   

for every fixed Nn .  

Introduce the function sets  

 ,],0[],,0[,),(:)( 0 TtxeVtxVCVM t
V    

 ],0[],,0[,),(:)( 0 TtxeItxICIM t
I   , 

 ,],0[)],/1(,0[,),(:)( 0, TtnxeVtxVCVM t
nnV    

 ],0[)],/1(,0[,),(:)( 0, TtnxeItxICIM t
nnI   , 

where ,, 00 IV  are positive constants. 

It is easy to verify that the set IV MM   turns out 

into a complete metric space with respect to the 
metric:  

 ),(),,(max)),(),,(( IIVVIVIV   ,  

where  
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   ),(:),(),(sup),( txtxItxIeII t  

and constant 0  can be chosen sufficiently large.  

The set nInV MM ,,   is endowed with induced 

metric on n , namely  

 ,),(),,(max)),(),,(( IIVVIVIV nnn  

 n
t

n txtxVtxVeVV   ),(:),(),(sup),(  . 

IV. EXISTENCE-UNIQUENESS OF AN APPROXIMATED 

CONTINUOUS SOLUTION 

Theorem 4.1. Let the following conditions be 
fulfilled:  

4.1) ];,0[,)( 0 TtEtE  ,)(;)( 000000 IxIVxV   
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for sufficiently large 0 . 

Then there exists a unique )( nC  -solution of (14- n ). 

Proof: We establish the operator B maps the set 

nInV MM ,,   into itself.  
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Operator B is a strict contraction: 
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VI. CONCLUSION  

In fact we have no uniqueness of solution but we 
have obtained a sequence tending to solution which is 
difficult for compact and densifying operators. A 
specific algorithm of constructing such a sequence we 
will give in a next paper. 
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Let us consider a Josephson transmission line (cf. 
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It should be noted that the actual physical 
quantities must be calculated by the formulas 
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So if we want to get voltage order 10
0
 we have to 
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The above example shows that in contrast to [16] 
we obtain a generalized solution on the whole 
rectangle ],0[],0[ T .  
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